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A Mennonite mission committed to develop effective peace and reconciliation 

team organizers for the global realities of the 21st Century 

Peacebuilders Community, Inc. (PBCI) is resourcing 

the Body of Christ in the Philippines to be part of 

the Peace and Reconciliation movement. In line 

with this, PBCI explored on the possibility of 

organizing a Peace and Reconciliation (PAR) 

Community among the Christian churches in 

Cotabato City. 

On November 8, 2010, PBCI Field Operations Team 

traveled to Cotabato City and met with 15 

participants from various Churches and Christian 

organizations to discuss and reflect on PAR 

ministries. 

The meeting began with a presentation of PBCI’s 

vision to establish at least one PAR Community in 

each of the 81 provinces in the Philippines.  Rev. L. 

Daniel Pantoja, Founding President of PBCI, shared 

this vision among the pastors and church leaders. 

[continued on page 2] 

For the past ten months, Peace Builders Community, Inc. 

(PBCI) trained Peace and Reconciliation (PAR) teams in the 

municipalities of Poona Piagapo and Kolambugan, Province 

of Lanao del Norte.  These two PAR Teams were trained in 

Community Health Care, by Mei Solocasa, Registered 

Nurse, and PBCI’s Mindanao Peacebuilding Coordinator.  

On October 25-29, 2010, PBCI Field Operations Team 

traveled to Ranaw region to assess the impact of PBCI’s 

Healthcare Program in that area.  

[continued on page 3] 

COTABATO CHRISTIAN LEADERS WELCOME PAR MINISTRY 

RANAW PAR ZONE ASSESSMENT 

PBCI Field Operations Team, praying with the Pastors and Church leaders in  

Cotabato City during our PAR ministry exploration held on November 8, 2010 

Poona Piagapo Healthcare 

volunteers during the FGD. 

They happily recalled their 
experiences during their 

Healthcare training days 

As part of the impact assessment, 

Poona Piagapo volunteers drew  a 

timeline of their personal journey 
and their journey as a team. They 

all enjoyed and had fun recalling 

their experiences. 
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An open forum followed. 

During the forum the pastors expressed their 

reactions about PAR ministry. They confirmed that 

PAR ministry is needed in the area both within the 

church and with the greater community. 

Generally, the participants felt that PAR is both 

important and time sensitive for the area. They 

acknowledged their need to come together to 

have a voice in the conflict situation in their 

province. 

It was also mentioned that getting involved in 

PAR ministries will require a change of mindset 

among the Christian community regarding their 

Muslim neighbors. They are aware of the gap 

between these two communities due to Christian 

prejudice against Muslim, and the need for efforts 

to be made to overcome this.   

PAR EXPLORATION... 
From page 1 

During our time together, we observed that the 

Christian community is confused about what some 

Muslim groups are fighting for in terms of territory 

and how that would affect their lives. Therefore, 

more dialogue between the Muslims and the 

Christians  is required to build mutual 

understanding. 

 

The pastors in Cotabato City and surrounding 

areas embraced the idea of peace building and PAR 

ministry during this exploratory meeting. As one 

participant put it, “I am so happy!  With all my 

heart, this is the kind of peace building that I long 

for. This is concrete.” 

 

The participants have confirmed, through the 

chairman of Cotabato City Ministerial Fellowship, 

Pastor Valentin Juan, that they are interested in 

training and will begin PAR Seminar Series in 

January of 2011. 
 

Reported by Megan Enns and Regina Mondez, Field Operations 

Dann Pantoja, 

PBCI president, 

presented  the 
vision of PBCI and 

the PAR ministry. 

The pastors 

and church 

leaders 
eagerly 

listened to the 

presentation 

about PAR 
ministry. 

We welcome your contributions for our support and invite you to send these to: 
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA, 600 SHAFTESBURY BLVD., WINNIPEG, MB R3P OM4 

Please designate to: 
Dann & Joji Pantoja, PeaceBuilders Community, Inc., Philippines 

Left: Joy Raguine, PBCI board member, prepared our snacks and lunch during the 

Cotabato PAR exploratory meeting. 

Right: Reg, Kriz, and Joji –PBCI Field Operations team, while listening to the pastors 
during the open forum. 

Left: Raymond Lu is the Senior Pastor of Cotabato Christian Church, where the PAR 

exploratory meeting was held. He welcomed PBCI team at their church. 

Right: A pastor shared his experience about having good relationship with Muslims. 



 PRAY FOR THE PBCI STAFF 
 

Dann Pantoja.  Please pray for wisdom and strength, and 
energy while he faces new challenges in life as a fifty-four 

year old man. 

 

 

 
Joji Pantoja.  Please pray for creativity and wisdom as 

she continues to manage Coffee for Peace efficiently, and 
as she gives advice to PBCI staff about the many different 

aspects of life. 

 

 

 
Bennette Tenecio.  Please pray for good health and 

strength. Also pray that she and her University PAR Team 

be able to finish PAR coloring book 3. 

 

 

 
Kriz Cruzado.  Please pray for wisdom as she faces new 

challenges in life. Also pray for good health and strength 

as she continues to train in becoming the next Director of 

Field Operations. 

 

 
Mei Solocasa.  Pray for enthusiasm and creativity on 

how she will apply in her own country all the lessons that 

she will learn as she trains on  Maternal and Child Health 

Program Management in Tokyo, Japan.  

 

 
Regina Mondez.  Pray for creativity and wisdom as she 

helps working on PBCI’s comic book about Fair Trade 

Coffee Farming. Also pray for more energy and strength 

as she gets more training on office management skills. 
 

 

 

Matt Tiessen.  Pray for wisdom strength, and creativity 

as he does mechanical tasks at PBCI as well as its partner 

agencies. Also pray that he will be able to finish the tasks 

given to him, such as fixing damaged vehicles. 

 

 
 

Megan Enns.  Please pray for her strength, wisdom, and 

energy as she faces continuing challenges and new 

experiences during her final month as a PBCI intern. Also 

pray that she be able to finish all her tasks at PBCI before 

she leaves on December. 

 

 

Arjay Freg Balabag.  Please pray for wisdom and 

creativity as he continues working on PBCI’s comic book 
about Fair Trade Coffee Farming. 

 

 

 

 

Joy Betios.  Please pray for renewed strength for her 

work from day to day, as she and her family also 

struggles from injustice in their local community. 

 
 

 

Freddie Abelitado.  Please pray for energy and strength 

as he continues to be a good member of PBCI family. 

Also pray for his health and his family’s needs.   

RANAW PAR ZONE... 
From page 1 

The Poona Piagapo Healthcare Volunteers were 

gathered through a Focused Group Discussion 

(FGD) at Linamon, Lanao del Norte, a two-hour 

drive from Poona Piagapo. The volunteers were 

asked to meet in the Municipality of Linamon 

rather than at their own town due to safety 

reasons, because it was barangay election period.  

During the FGD, they evaluated the impact of the 

Healthcare Training to them and to their 

community. They also assessed the effectiveness 

of Mei Solocasa as a team leader. Overall,   the 

volunteers gave a positive assessment about the 

training, aside from the fact that they need 

support from the local government to assure 

sustainability of the program. As a PAR Team 

Leader, Mei was given a very positive feedback. 

PBCI team met Kolambugan PAR Team at the 

Municipal Senior Citizens’ Center of Kolambugan. 

The team also gave positive feedback regarding 

the Health Care Training, as well as to Mei 

Solocasa as their team leader.  [continued on page 4] 
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See facebook story: http://www.facebook.com/album.php?
aid=156860&id=1464859293&page=2  

PBCI Team with EcoWEB  

Team after the interview 

regarding the impact of 
the partnership between 

PBCI and their 

organization. 

PBCI Team with Mayor 

Bertrand Lumaque and  

Greg Tabaing of 
Kolambugan, Lanao del 

Norte, after the interview 

regarding the impact of 

PBCI Health Care 
Program in their 

community. 

PBCI Team with the 

Kolambugan Health Care  

Volunteers after the 
Focused Group 

Discussion on the 

Impact Assessment of 

the Health Care Training 
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Top: Kolambugan Mayor Bertrand Lumaque’s surprise visit at PBCI office. Dann 

Pantoja eagerly explained PBCI’s vision to Mayor Lumaque while he eagerly listens. 

Bottom: PBCI staff and Mayor Lumaque’s company had a great fellowship over 
cappuccino and tuna melt. 

KOLAMBUGAN MAYOR VISITED 

PBCI OFFICE 

The common request among the two teams, 

however, is that they want to each have a Blood 

Pressure kit (Sphygmomanometer and 

Stethoscope) so that they will become more 

effective Health care volunteers in a 24/7 on-call 

duty in their community. 

PBCI team also interviewed the Municipal Health 

Officer and Municipal Mayor of Kolambugan. Both 

of them appreciated PBCI’s Healthcare training 

program, and even commended the efficiency of 

Mei Solocasa as a PAR Team Leader. 

As a partner organization, we also asked for the 

evaluation of Ecosystem Works for Essential 

Benefits (EcoWEB). According to them, they are 

thankful for this opportunity of working with PBCI. 

They even expressed their interest and eagerness 

to still be partners with PBCI when we begin our 

Health Care Training in the Municipality of Opol, 

Misamis Oriental. 

Reported by Regina Mondez, Luzon Church Resourcing Coordinator,  

and PBCI Development Communications Specialist. 

RANAW PAR ZONE... 
Continued from page 3 

During the Ranaw Impact Assessment held last 

October 26, 2010, PBCI invited Kolambugan Mayor 

Bertrand Lumaque to visit PBCI office if ever he 

comes to Davao. 

 

On November 22, 2010, Mayor Bertrand Lumaque 

gave a surprise visit at PBCI office and Coffee for 

Peace. Dann and Joji Pantoja eagerly explained to 

him and his company about our vision, and Mayor 

Lumaque expressed his continuous support to PBCI 

and all its endeavors. The rest of PBCI staff felt 

overwhelmed about this honorable visit. 

 

For a few hours, PBCI staff and Mayor Lumaque had 

a good fellowship over cappuccino and tuna melt 

from Coffee for Peace. 

PBCI CELEBRATED TWO 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 

This November, PBCI celebrated two birthdays! 

Kriz Cruzado, interim Director of Field Operations 

celebrated her birthday on the 11th. The staff 

surprised her by organizing a party in the office, the 

night of her birthday. She never had an idea that 

the staff was organizing a party for her, until she 

saw the big karaoke machine, which made life to 

the party. 

Dann Pantoja, PBCI president, celebrated his 

birthday on the 19th. Although he was in Luzon 

during his birthday, PBCI staff celebrated it with 

him two days earlier. He was also surprised that 

afternoon, when he thought that the staff went 

home already.  The staff gave him a poster with his 

cartoonized face and personal hand-written 

messages for him. 

Dann, blowing his birthday candles placed 

on top of a Black Forest cake. 

Kriz, blowing her birthday candles placed 

on top of a donut cake 


