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PBCI HELPS IN VARIOUS PEACE ACTIVTIES NATIONWIDE
In line with its mission and vision, PeaceBuilders
Community, Inc. (PBCI) is intensifying its involvement
in various peace building initiatives nationwide.
On 02 October 2010, PBCI assisted the Philippine
Ecumenical Peace Platform (PEPP) in conducting the
Southern Luzon Peace Celebration. PEPP is composed of
the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC),
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP),
National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP),
Ecumenical Bishops Forum (EBF), and the Association
of Major Religious Superiors in the Philippines (AMRSP).

Top: PBCI staff with some members of the Mindanao Peoples’ Caucus (MPC)
Bottom left: Regina Mondez, with Susan Granada of PCEC, and other representatives of PEPP during the Southern Luzon Peace Celebration
Bottom right: Kriz Crusado, with PEPP representatives during the
Mindanao Trainers’ Training on Peacebuilding

The event was held in Kalayaan, Laguna, which was
organized in partnership with the Lumban Evangelical
Association of Pastors (LEAP), and with the assistance
of our Luzon Church Resourcing Coordinator, Regina
Mondez of Lumban Mennonite Bible Church. There
were 35 participants coming from different sectors
(government, military, civil societies, and churches) in
Southern Luzon. Through this event, more people in
Southern Luzon are already supporting the advocacy
for peace in our beautiful land.
[continued on page 2]

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THIRD QUARTER BOARD MEETING SOLIDIFIES PBCI
16 October 2010 — The PBCI Board of Trustees (BOT) held
its third quarterly meeting in our office in Davao City. The
PBCI BOT and staff had breakfast together and prayed in a
circle as a start of an awesome fellowship.
Afterwards, the meeting started with a Biblical reflection
and prayer time led by Dann Pantoja. It was followed by
the reading of previous minutes. Then we listened to the
reports by the staff.
Bennette Tenecio gave an excellent report about the
financial status and administrative operations. Kriz
Cruzado, on the other hand, gave a superb update about
the Field Operations. [continued on page 3]
A Mennonite mission committed to develop effective peace and reconciliation
team organizers for the global realities of the 21st Century

The whole meeting was actually a fellowship filled with much
laughter, interspersed with serious decision-making processes.
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PBCI HELPS...
From page 1
The North Cotabato
Department of Education
choir presented a set of
cultural songs during the
Public Launch of MPC
Women’s Civilian Protection
Contingency

On 04 October 2010, two of PBCI’s senior staff—
Bennette Tenecio and Kriz Cruzado—were invited to be
part of the Women Contingency of the Civilian
Protection Component of the International Monitoring
Committee (CPC-IMT). This event is part of the
ceasefire mechanism agreed upon by both the Armed
Forces of the Philippines-Government of the Republic of
the Philippines (AFP-GRP) and the Bangsamoro Islamic
Armed Forces-Moro Islamic Liberation Front (BIAFMILF).
This event was organized by the Mindanao Peoples
Caucus. The launching came ten years after the
adoption of United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
Resolution 1325 which acknowledges the importance of
the women’s role and the inclusion of gender
perspectives in peace negotiations, humanitarian
planning, peacekeeping operations, post-conflict peace
building and governance.

These were some of the
participants during the
Southern Luzon Peace
Celebration held in
Kalayaan, Laguna

On 14-16 of October 2010, Dann Pantoja and Kriz
Cruzado participated in the Mindanao Trainers’ Training
on Peacebuilding, held in Butuan City, at the northern
shore of Mindanao. This training was organized by the
Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform (PEPP).
PEPP ‘s mandate and mission are: 1) to work for the
continuing peace negotiations and resumption of formal
peace talks between the Government of the Republic of
the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDFP) towards a final peace
agreement; 2) to be a prophetic voice for a just and
enduring peace; 3) to be a platform of the people’s
articulation of their needs, hopes and aspirations within
the context of peace talks; and 4) to encourage and
support collaborative actions to address local causes of
social conflicts.
During this training, various Christian leaders from
different organizations and denominations attended, all
sharing the same vision with PEPP, and learning
something new that would help them further the cause
of peace building.

The participants during the Mindanao Trainers’ Training on
Peace Building were largely composed of bishops, pastors, priests, nuns,
Christian NGO executives, and other leaders of civil society groups.

For more information, visit our website at

www.peacebuilderscommunity.org

These stories by field workers were compiled and edited by Regina Mondez, Luzon
Church Resourcing Coordinator, and PBCI Development Communications Specialist.
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THIRD QUARTER PBCI...
From page 1

The two Canadian interns—Matt Tiessen and Megan
Enns were also introduced. Over all, the staff gave
excellent reports and updates about their jobs.
Dann reported about PAR resourcing to Civil Society
Organizations (CSO), Local Government Units (LGU),
and Churches both in Mindanao and Luzon.
Dr. Mariano Apilado, PBCI Vice-President, reported and
inspired us about his experience as a participant of the
International Mennonite Pastors Coming Together
(IMPaCT 2010).
The whole meeting was like a fellowship filled with
much laughter, interspersed with serious decisionmaking processes. At the end of the meeting, key
strategic decisions were made.
PBCI is confident that we are going on the right and
exciting direction as an organization.
Reported by Regina Mondez, Luzon Church Resourcing Coordinator,
and PBCI Development Communications Specialist.
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PRAY FOR THE PBCI STAFF
Dann Pantoja. Please pray for wisdom and strength as
he works with the leaders of the Philippine Council of
Evangelical Churches (PCEC), the Integrated Mennonite
Church Philippines (IMCP), and the Philippine Ecumenical
Peace Platform (PEPP).
Joji Pantoja. Please pray for creativity and wisdom as
she leads our office staff in gathering resources—i.e., to
connect with funding partners, to submit proposals, and to
submit reports properly and promptly—in behalf of PBCI.
She’s also the Chief Operations Officer of Coffee for Peace.
Bennette Tenecio. Please remember to pray for her
health and wisdom as she performs her duties as the
Director of Support Operations. She also provides
spiritual guidance to our PAR Team who were organized
from among the student councils of Davao’s universities.
Kriz Cruzado. Please pray for wisdom as she transitions
from being the interim Director of Field Operations to
being the Field Operations Director. She’s asking prayers
for her to have the heart of a servant, soul of a teacher,
mind of a manager, and strength of a leader.
Mei Solocasa. Pray for enthusiasm and creativity as she
expands her network in Mindanao. She is transitioning
from being a PAR Team Organizer to become our
Mindanao CSO-LGU Resourcing Coordinator. Pray for
wisdom, safety, and energy.
Regina Mondez. Pray for health, wisdom, and God’s
guidance as she gets training for her big role as the Luzon
Church Resourcing Coordinator. Pray as she assists the
Technical Working Group (TWG) of the Integrated
Mennonite Church (IMC) in implementing its new vision to
plant 2 churches in Luzon in the next five years.
Matt Tiessen. Pray for our Canadian Intern specializing
in Transportation and Communications Technical Support.
He’s in-charge of maintaining the vehicles of PBCI and its
partners, working with local mechanics. He’s also
learning photography to help in field documentation.

Megan Enns. Please pray for our Canadian Intern
specializing in Research and Development. Pray for
understanding and patience as she writes the Ranao PAR
Zone Best Practices Book. She’s also doing some
adjustments and revisions of our PAR project proposals.

Arjay Freg Balabag. Please pray for his health and
creativity as he designs graphic and communication
materials for both PBCI and CFP. He is currently working
on a comic book to teach farmers global standard coffee
planting, growing, processing, and marketing.

Joy Betios. Praise God for her sustained energy and
patience as she deals with office suppliers, government
offices, and business institutions in connection with the
day-to-day administrative tasks at the PBCI office. Joy
also does bookkeeping for both PBCI and CFP.

Top: (L) Kriz reporting about the Field Operations (R) Pastor Mar
happily shares his experiences in Canada during the IMPaCT 2010.
Middle: (L) The staff eagerly listens during Dann’s report (R) Breakfast
fellowship before the start of the meeting.
Bottom: Dann (PBCI President) is fascinated with the ideas of Pastor
Mar (PBCI Vice-President) on how to advance PAR ministries in
Northern Luzon.
For more information, visit our website at

www.peacebuilderscommunity.org

Freddie Abelitado. Praise God for his resourcefulness
in maintaining office furniture in good condition, fixing
electrical and plumbing problems, roasting our coffee,
cleaning our office and coffee shop, doing field work with
us, plus doing a million urgent errands a day! Pray for
his health and his family’s needs.
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OUR PERSONAL JOURNEY
DANN: I’m still grieving with the passing away of
my older brother, Luis Pantoja II. I’m the brother
next to him.
He went home with
the Lord last
September 06, 2010
at around 6:00 o’clock
in the evening at a
resort in Kota
Kinabalu, Republic of
Malaysia. He had a
sudden heart attack
while walking on a
stairway during a
spiritual retreat
among a group of
international Christian
leaders. A group of
pastors stayed with him until his wife, Mrs. Li
Pantoja, and my younger brother, Noel Pantoja,
arrived to claim his remains.
My older brother served as Senior Pastor of
Greenhills Christian Fellowship, a mega-church in
Manila, for 17 years. He was my friend and one
of my theological mentors.
We thank you all for your varied expressions of
love, condolences, and support during our difficult
times of pain and sorrow.

JOJI: Last September 16th, I hiked Mount
Kitanglad, in the Ancestral Domain of the
Talaandig First Nation, with Kriz Cruzado, Megan
Enns and Matt Tiessen. It is officially declared as
the fourth highest mountain in the Philippines and

has an approximate height of 2,899 meters. We
went there to visit their newly-planted coffee trees
as well as their old Arabica trees.
I’m so hopeful that the Talaandig People will soon
develop a healthy, long-term livelihood program
through fair traded coffee.
Shalom with God’s creation is actually working!

We welcome your contributions for our support and invite you to send these to:
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA
600 Shaftesbury Blvd.
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4
Please designate to:
Dann & Joji Pantoja
PeaceBuilders Community, Inc.
Republic of the Philippines
Peace and Reconciliation Journal
is edited by
REGINA MONDEZ
Development Communications Specialist
Please send her your comments and suggestions on how we can improve this prayer letter:
regina@peacebuilderscommunity.org
For more information, visit our website at

www.peacebuilderscommunity.org

